[Opsoclonus myoclonus with ataxia].
Opsoclonus myoclonus with ataxia (OMA) is a rare neurological disorder. The syndrome is characterized by involuntary, conjugate, multidirectional eye movements accompanied by involuntary movements of limb or face, and sometimes ataxia, dysarthria, irritability, dementia, altered level of consciousness and even death. OMA is associated with various etiologies including infectious, toxic, drug-related, vascular and paraneoplastic conditions. Paraneoplastic opsoclonus myoclonus with ataxia (POMA) is more common in patients over 40 years of age and is usually associated with lung (especially small cell), breast and ovarian cancer but has also been reported with many other cancers. The syndrome is thought to be mediated by autoantibodies directed against onconeural antigens that are expressed by the tumor as well as by neurons. Studies from several laboratories were able to demonstrate a role for the cellular response in the pathogenesis of POMA. The results for treatment of this syndrome have been disappointing, although aggressive multimodality immunosuppressive treatments have been used. This is a case study of a patient with POMA who clearly demonstrates the difficulties in the diagnosis and treatment of this syndrome.